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Phognix murdars ;
Itis a pity that Joseph Treaster succumbed’
to the temptations of yellow journalism in
writing about so-called Phoanix Murders’
in the D2 wyar Panthouse Sing
apparentl/m.s Qiily SOUrCe Wina v

something?), let me again clarity the real
facts:

(1) Phoanix was not “an American’™,
“program. Itwas & South Vietnamese efiort.
which we tried hard to influence but could
in no sense control. Americans did not
“run” the DIQCCs and PIOCCs.

(2) Phoenix vas no! “a CIA™ program.
Even advice and support was primarily a
military fuaction. with the CI4 playing only
a minor role.

(3) Phoenix was not even a discrete
“program’ but an altenpt 1o pull M';umnr
and coordinzte tatter thc cngoing efforts
of numercus SVit military and police
agencies ih?[l‘l’l‘l!)i‘f‘i'l['yi')u|'\gu:‘k,uV"|y
for years to roll up the: *’u:.w msur 1oney
apparatus. For exampie, Trea 28
knowingly—or s0 hv lhln‘(S-*cJOllt “cor-
don and search operations,” "PRUs,” "PICs,”

“ambushes~ “tiger cages.” and the like.
Allof these existed before Pnoanix, during

2 bwas.
swilling:;
to talk on the rocord (doesn't this tell us®

Phoenix, and alier Phcanix.

(1) To call Phoznb a o i P
except in tho sense that war inel -
der. is grotesgue. hwas a
time effort. infact more disc
most. Neitnar Treasternoranyane shas
advanced any hard evidance
that “teas of thausands of o7
Vietnamese Giviliang were mau? Jors

(5) Nor is there any correla
nombers i Viettamase
whom vi2rs CoMmmaon Criri
Phooenix prograim. T‘m--'e arg
Treasters many (-'ro

True, f’l»\,--nl/‘ a fm el
once Lika most Kn'n gs ol
Viztnaimase ti iesto doindes
country it was not carried oul
urged, This i3 0nn raason v
\""‘)fl led sominorably inthe
not e'*'y;“m e Phocnix ovt ¢
ton—and lay ali itz altnged s
of the Cla-—jusi bietause
currently s fashionabie —
addross withhald

Joseph Franster repties: Mr
was the chicf of the U.S. "p:J:: :
gram’ in Vieinas nin 1967 and
making e sane trad :*'r;m* anls. He re-
minds me of Gan. Williarn Ves: morala
who is stil trying lo CO.’N"]C:’} us !
1988 Te! Offensive was & umpia
tory of the United States an Fils nowv-de-
feated Seuth Vielnamoese & 23,
Komer sags that Pham:,: was not an
American program or a CIApragean. Wali,
who invented it? Komizr hims rinscnbed
inmy arrm»* how ho (thar
special assistan! ) and Witia:
the head of CIA's Far Easl l,.. s
developed Phoesnix. Boih
Vietnam o oversce the of
SOMEai o.nw Hnn ’xﬂ U7
nance Pt
that Vietnam weas notan /ru~~.
r;m" that 12 was Ko
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